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LEGAL STUDIES (MLS)
This master’s degree is not offered as a standalone program; it is only 
available in conjunction with a related doctoral degree.

Description
The law pervades much of American life today. Administrators, business 
people, educators, public officials, engineers, scientists, physicians, 
and others often find themselves making decisions that have legal 
implications, and academics often find themselves researching 
interdisciplinary topics that have legal components. Yet people making 
such decisions or engaging in such research historically have not had the 
opportunity for any formal legal training unless they attend law school 
and pursue the Juris Doctor (JD) degree.

Although the JD is a prerequisite for practicing law, the University of 
Nebraska recognizes that not everyone who is interested in the law is 
interested in practicing law. That is why the Master of Legal Studies 
(MLS) degree program was developed.

Program-Related Information
Graduate Chair

Anthony Schutz 
402-472-1248 
anthony@unl.edu

Support Staff

Chelsea Klein 
402-472-8263 
chelsea.wilkinson@unl.edu

Program Website
https://law.unl.edu/master-legal-studies/

Requirements
Hours required: 33

Options for the Master's Degree (https://catalog.unl.edu/graduate-
professional/policies/academic-program-requirements/#masters)
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